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THE 4 
MARGATE GUIDE. 


| CONTAINING A 3 
PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF MARGATE, 
WITH RESPECT TO ITS 


New Buildings, Aſſemblies, Accommoda- 
tions, Manner of Bathing, and remark- 
able Places in its Neighbourhood. 


To WHICH 1S PREFIXED, 


A Short Deſcription of the IsLE of THanzts 
and at the End is added, a Tipe. TABLE 
for MARGATE, 


« Ob ! while on Margate's Sea- worn Craft) you owt, : 
% Aud court the roſy Nymph, HYGEIA*, blet, 
&« To your Embraces, in the briny Ware ; 
« May ſoft Good. nature on each ſocial Scheme | 
« Attend, concomitant.” r. Poop? 


* Gee, of Health, 


—_—. 


A 


Illuſtrated with a Map of ihe ISLE of THANET, | 
and a View of the Bathing Machine in its ſereral : 


Poſitions. 
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LOND ON. 


Printed for T. Carnan and F. NEWBERY, jun. at 
Number 65, in St. Paul's Church- yard; and 9 Hal 
in EY; Margate, Price One Shilling, 
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11 0 THAN Er. 


nm HE Ille of Thanet 1 Je- 
3 rives its Name, either from the 
old Britiſh Word Tan, or the 
Saxon one Tene, both of which ſignify 
Fire; becauſe Beacons were formerly 
eredted here, in order to alarm the 
Country, in caſes of Invaſion. It is ſituated 
on the North-Eaſt Point of the County 
of Kent, from which it is ſeparated by 
the River Wantſum, over which there 
is a Paſſage at Sarre, the Place of the 


* ancient 


4 AA Short AccounT of 
ancient Ferry. It was formerly navi- 
gable from Sandwich Haven, on one 
de, to North- mouth near Reeulver on 
the other. Ships uſually paſſed this Way 
from Bologne and Calais to London, 
without going round the Foreland ; but 
the River is now almoſt choaked up. 
The Extent of the Iſland is about nine 
Miles from Eaſt to Weſt, and eight Miles 
trom North to South. It contains ten 
| Pariſhes, But only ſeven Churches; there 
were formerly three others, of which there 
are no Remains. It is divided into two 
capital Manors of Mynftre and Monkton, 
by St. Mildred's Lynch, which follows 
the fabulous Co of Dompneva's 
Deer. (8 l The lower Side of 
the ae on the South and South - weſt, 
abounds in Paſtur ut it lies low an 
marſhy, and the Titans are e bel 
hee to agues. 


1 


On the upper Part to the Kalt and 
North, it is ſepatated from the Ocean, 
by a hig , . perpendicular Cliff. of Chalk. 

F he Soi is dry, and the Air remarkably 
pure. It would be more pleaſant if not 
ruffled ſo often by Winds from the Sea: 
It is too keen in Winter for Perſons of 
| tender 


_— 


the 181n of THANET. 3 
tender ' Conſtitutions, Here were for- 
merly Woods, of which the Places till 
retain the Names; but the Names only, 
for they have been cut down long ſince 
to make room for the Plough: The Sur- 
face of the Country is almoſt as open 
and- as level as a Platform, which is by 
no means the moſt agreeable Circum- 
ſtance belonging to it. In this Part of 
the Iſland is great Plenty of all Kinds of 
Corn and Grain, and but few Paſtures, 
The Inhabitants are uſually healthy and 
long lived. Out of twenty-three Perſons 
who were buried at St. Peter's (the Pariſh 
next adjoining to Margate) in the Year 
1762, ten of them were of the Age 
of ſeventy eight Years and upwards ; and 
in the Year 1760, five old Perſons were 
interred, whoſe Ages, as they dropped 
in ſucceſſive Order, amounted to near 
four hundred Years. From the vegeta- 
tiveneſs and ſalubrity of the Air, it is no 
wonder, that the Iſland Thould be remark- 
ably prolifick, and in fact it is ſo. In 
ſome of the Villages you can hardly put 
one Foot before the other without tum- 
bling over a Child. One poor Woman 
of Manſton, in her'three laſt Lyings-in, 
Had two Children at each Birth; and four 


Pairs of Twins have been born in the 


{mall Village of St. Peter, before- named, 
Az within 


3 
re — . — a 
= 7 
a - 9 


There have been 1 many Seats of 
Gentlemen of good Fami 


. nenn Accoy xv of. 
within a very ſhort Space of Time. The 


want of Heirs for the Inheritance of 
tates is a Complaint ſeldom Ne 


of 


ies in the Iſland, 
ok very few remain. The Eſtates have 
n moſtly alienated, and the Manſion- 


Houſes Fallen into the Hands of Tenants, 
The Roads, about the Iſle of Thanet, are 
rendered ſo. intricate, by means of many 


ſhort, Turnings, as to be very diſagreeable 


to thoſe who are not well acquainted with 


them. The Inhabitants of Ramſgate, 
from a juſt. Senſe. of the Reſpect due 
to. Strangers, erected; Guide · poſts a few 
Years. ſince in all Places of Difficulty 
within their Precinct, and moſt of the 
adjacent Pariſhes have followed ſo truly 
laudable an Example. Nor is this the 


only Inconvenience, for the Bye-Roads 


ate, in many Places, not fit for quarter- 


ing Carriages. But a few Years, have 


paſſed ſince they were uſed by any others 
than thoſe employed in Huſbandry; but 
the Farmers, now finding themſelves every 
where under a Neceſſity, either of ren - 
dering the Ways paſſable, or of having 

their Corn trampled, down, are making, 
00 have e Topprogements of this 
| 5 5 It, 


the ISLX of IT FLA NET. 7 
Sort. As various Articles, which are the 
Produce of their Farms, bear almoſt a 
double Price, from the great Reſort of 
Gentry to this Place, tſiete can be no 
doubt, but that they will be glad to do 
every ching in their Power w obbge them 
even for their own: Sekes. r ei Hot 


- Agriculture: is. 3 on 1 a 
Degree of Perfection hardly to be found 
elſewhere, - The Land, which, in moſt 
Places, is laid in Ridge and Furrow, is 
here (comparatively ſpeaking) almoſt as 
level as a Bowling- green. No Labour 
or Expence is ſpared to keep the Corn 
clean, ſo that (with Exception only to 
the Fields of a few flothful People) 
there is hardly a Weed to be ſeen, in = 
Compaſs of ſome Miles. The Soll, 
ſome Places is Clay, in others of a black 
Mould ; but in general light and chalky. 
In dry Seaſons, all Kinds of Grain are 
much injured by Heat, and the Ground 
affords the moſt plentiful Crops, when 
other Parts of the Country- are almoſt 
drowned with Rain. Hence aroſe the 2 
Monkiſh Proverb: | 

When England wrings 

8 T he Iſland —_— FO 
That 


8 A Snorre Accouwn of 
That is, —is wringing\wet; a Figure bor⸗ 
rowed from the waſhing” of Linnen, not 
wringing her Hands for Grief, Wen 2 
a moſt abſurd MS e ©” of J 
of 07 BB. Fry 1 4 

On his Parts: near the Coaſt, the 
Soil is manured by a Mixture of Sea- 
waur, Chalk, and other Dung, by the 
Affiſtance of which good Crops ef Corn 
are obtained from Land which does not 
appear to be worth any thing. Great 
Profit has been made of late Vears by 
ſowing Clover, Saint Foin, Lucerne Gras | 
and Canary Seeds. The Winds are too 
boiſterous for Hops: All Manner of 
- Grain is cut ſhort for the Convenience of 
lodging it in Barns, which is here generally 
practiſed. The Cuſtom was introduced 
by the Monks of St. Auguſtine's, and has 
continued ever fince. Corn is not ſeen 
abroad in Stacks ſo much here as in other 
Countries, though the Farmers ſeem to 
have fallen into this Practice much more 
of late than formerly. Oats, Barley, 


Peas, Beans, &c. are all bound in 


Sheaves, which prevents much waſte in 
the Carriage. The Inſtruments of Huſ- 
bandry are of a different Form from thoſe 
in uſe in any Part of England; Mr, Lewis 


— 
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has given a Plate of them, without the 


Aid of which, every Deſcription, in 


Words, . muſt be_ unintelligible and uſe- 


teſs. The Farms near Mynſtre and St. 
Nicholas are for the moſt Part large, and 
the Occupiers of them wealthy. and hoſ- 
pitable; in other Places, where they are 
 Tmaller, the Tenants make a comfortable 
Livelihood; their Corn (except what is 
expended at home) is ſhipped at Margate, 
and fold for Ready- money in London. 
Nevertheleſs, they lie under ſome conſi- 
derable Diſadvantages, ſuch as the great 
Difficulty of procuring Dung, and the 
Trouble and Expence, which many of 
them are at, in drawing it to a Diſtance. 
The Wages of Servants and Labourers 
are high: In time of War ſo many Men 
go into the Navy, on the Certainty of 
better Pay, or in Hopes of Prize- money 
or Preferment, that it is no eafy Matter 
to procure Hands ſufficient for carrying 
on the common Buſineſs of Agriculture 
at any Price. But even under theſe 
Inconrepiences, the Value of Land ſeems 


to have increaſed very faſt of late Tears, 
as well from the improved State of Agri- 


culture, as other contingent Circum- 
ſtances; whether the Farms will bear 
1 - the 


4% ö 
* 
— — — meer — wet Wane: core 


« Merchandizes. The very ſame 
« ſons dung the Land, plough, 
'« reap, and carry in the Corn.“ They 
work hard, and live hard, and are truly 
induſttious. Their Houſes are kept re- 
e neat. 


10 4 Snort Actovnr 1 
the great Advances which have been 


made on the old Rents, muſt be left to 
Time to determine, Mr. Cambden gives 
this Account of the common People, and 
i is a very. good one: They are (ſays 

he) a Sort of amphibious Animals, who 


« get their Living both by Sea and Land, 


as having to do with both Elements, 


„being Fiſkermen and Huſbandmen, 


and equally Killed in helding the 
„Helm or the Plough, according to 


„the Seaſons of the Year. They Enit 


Nets, catch Cods, Herrings, Mac- 
rus 


er- 


carels, &c. go Voyages, and. "Fer 
OW, 


Some old Words, which are moſtly of 


*Sixon Derivation, are retained : but in 


Proportion as the Natives become more 
eivilized, by a free and general Inter- 


& *courſe "wht Strangers, thefe too are fal- 


ug into Diſuſe. Little is to be ſaid con- 
cerning che natural Hiſtory of this ing ; 
> Wy. 


ö 4 3 
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| Few, or rather no Minerals or Foſſils are 


found here which deſerve Notice. It is 
ſaid, that ſome rare and curious Plants 


are met with in the Marſhes near the Sea, 


which merit the Attention of the Bo- 
taniſt. Strangers are uſually ſurprized 
to ſee the prodigious Quantity of Fennel 
which grows wild here; it forms, in ſome 
Places near the Sea, Hedges of almoſt a 
Mile in Length. The Honey produced 
is remarkably fine, and probably receives 
its peculiar Richneſs of Flavour, from the 
Abundance of wild Thyme, which the 
Bees find every where on the Banks, and 
in the Hedge-rows. As many Places may 
de hereafter mentioned, which bear the 
Name of the Gates or Stairs ſeverally 
annexed to them, it may be neceſſary 
to ſay, that they are no other than ſloping 
Waggon-ways, which are cut through the 
high perpendicular Cliff, to the Level of 
the Water's Edge. Through theſe are 


brought up Sea-waur for Manure of 


Land, Flint, Gravel, Chalk and Pebbles, 
not to mention now and then a few Ar- 
ticles in the Way of private Trade, and 
the Acquiſitions ariſing to the common 
People, from what they conſider as the 
greateſt Bleſſing of Providence —a Shi 

995 5 | wreck, 


. — 
| | — 
$ * 
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wreck.” They call it 2 God:ſend, and, as 


ſuch, make the . of * and are 
1 thankful. « 


What 1 Berg here ald of a It of 
Thaner is intended only for the Uk of 


. thofe who come to ſpend a few Months 
upon it during the Bathing Seaſon, and 


who require no more than general In- 
formation. They who are deſirous of 
receiving mote particular Inſtruction, are 
referted once for all to the Hiſtory and 
Antiquities of this Iſland, publiſhed many 
Years ago by the late Rev. Mr. Lewis. 
This ſhore. Account of it ſhall be con- 
cluded with an old Monkiſh Diftich, ſaid 


to have been formerly legible on the 


Weſt: end of the Church at Monkton, 5 


| ful rotunda'Tauatos, quam circuit Unde, 


& 


Fertilis S munda, nulli elt i in Orbe Jetunda. 


Thanet, round; Ine, * Water com paſe'd, 

reckon' d, | 

| Fentle and clean, to none on Earch the 
becond. 
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Margate, July 2. 
'S18, 
T your own Requeſt, I 

am about to give you Margate. 
fach a particular Deſcription of 
Margate, and of ſuch Places in its Neigh- 
bour 50d, as may be worth your own 
Notice, or the Attention of any of your 
Friends, who, either from Motives of 
Health, or Pleafure, may like to ſpend a 
few of the Summer Months in this de- 


lightful Country. 


Margate, or St. John's, is ſituated on 


the North Side of the Iſland, and is a 


Member of the Town and Port of Dover, 
to which it is ſubject, in all Matters of 
civil Juriſdiction. It lic lies ſeventy-two Miles 
South-eaſt of London. The principal 
Street isnear a Mile in Length,and built on 
an eaſy Deſcent, by which means the upper 
Part is clean and dry, and the lower pe 
is much more ſo than it was formerly ; 

conſiderable Sum of Money having 5 
lately expended in Prains for that Purpoſe. 


"0 The 


— 0 „ — * wg n 


are ſhipped here for London, 
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The Harbour is pleaſant, but not 
greatly frequented, for Want of Depth 
of Water. ſufficient for Ships of heavy 
Burthen; nevertheleſs an immenſe Quan- 
tiry of Corn, and of all Kinds of Grain, 


Ibe New-ſquare, which is 

Neaw- . | 
8 large one, conſiſts of ſome 
very handſome Houſes, which 


have been lately erected by Perſons of 


© 


Fortune for their own Uſe, with ſeveral 
others, intended for the Reception of the 
Nobility and Ge. 


New The Aſſembly-Room, which 
SAenbhy. has been lately built, ſtands in 

, the New ſquare, and is thought 
to be one of the largeſt Buildings of the 
Kind in England. It is admirably de- 
ſigned, and as well executed The great 
Ball room is eighty- ſeven Feet in Length, 
and forty- three in Breadth, of a fine 
Height, and richly ornamented. It fronts 


towards the Sea. The Apartments for 


Tea and Cards join to it, and are ſpa- 
cious and perfectly convenient: Over 
theſe, is a Flight of Bed chambers neatly 
furniſhed; for the Accommodation of ſuch 


Perſons 
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Perſons as are not provided with other 


Lodgings at their firſt coming. The 


Ground-floor , conſiſts of a fine Billiard- 
room, and a large Apartment, for. the 
Uſe of public Entertainments, which 
belongs to, and communicates. with, 


Smith's Tavern, and' of a large Piazza, 


which extends the Length of the whole 
Building, The public Diverſions are re- 


gularly conducted under a Maſter of the 


Ceremonies 22 


The chief Houſes of Enter- He 2 
tainment, are, the very elegant Lair. 


2 ment. 
and commodious Tavern, kept - 


by Smith in the New- ſquare, and Mitch- 
ener's on the Water. ſide, which is the 
New-Inn. It is ſtill much frequented both 


as a good Inn and Tavern, and has a fine 
Billiard table and Coffee room. Maitch- 
ener has erected two new Hot Salt water 


Baths on a moſt excellent Conſtruction. 
They are very elegant, and built at a 
great Expence; are cleared in a few Mi- 
nutes, and are brought to any Degree of 
Temperature which may be required, with 


the utmoſt Eaſe. It is not exceeding the 


ſtricteſt Line of Truth to ſay, that the 
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Uſe of them has been attended with ſins 
gularly good Effects. 


There are ſeveral good Lodg- 
ing bouſes, and their Rooms, 
though frequently ſmall, . are 


Lodging- 
Heaſts.. 


_ neat, They may be ſaid to be commo- 


dious too, if it is conſidered, that many 
of them are now applied to a Ufe for 
which they were not originally intended. 
However, many have been built of late 
Tears, expreſsly with an Intention of their 
being hired for Lodgings, and the old 
ones are daily receiving all the Improve- 


ment they are capable of. 


os il c ts likewiſe, Board- 
bu. Ig-ho t in a very de- 
_—_— cent, re ür lg the 

Convenience of al Families, or ſingle 
Perſons, who rather wiſh to have a Table 
provided for them at a certain and eaſy 
Expence, than to be at the Trouble ot 
keeping one of their on. ts 


Batbing- The Bathing- rooms are large 
Rooms, and convenient. Here the Com- 
| pany wait for their Turns; the 
Guides attend; Sea-water is drunk; the 
Ladies 


t 
4 


7. 3s 5 4 Wy. 
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Jamin Beale, a Quaker, who 
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Ladies Bathing- dreſſes are taken Care of, 
and all Buſineſs of the like Kind is ma- 
naged. There are ſeven of theſe Rooms, 


which employ near thirty Machines till 
near the Time of High-water, which, at 


the Tide of Ebb, often run two or three- 


hundred Yards into the Bay. The Sands 


are ſo ſafe and clean, and every Conveni- 


ence for Bathing in the Sea is carried to- 
ſuch Perfection at this Place, that it is no 
wonder it ſhould be frequented by ſuck. 


| Multitudes of People, who come hither- 
either for Health or Pleaſure... 


This moſt uſeful M PR" was 


the original Contrivance of Ben- * 


Machines. - 
ſeems to have undeniably the Right of 


a firſt Claimant to the Reward of his In- 


genuity. Its Structure is ſimple, but quite 
convenient; you will underſtand the Form 


of it better by the Print annexed, than 
from any Deſcription in Words. The 


Invention of the Umbrella is ſo uſeful, 
that one would wifh to ſee it extended to 
the Purpoſe of Bathing in Frefh-water:. 
It might with great Eaſe be affixed to a 
ſmall Room, built on the Edge of a Canal, 

or any running Stream, where the Water 
wy | B 3 can 
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can be confined to a proper Height, If 


| It is of a right Depth, and the Bottom is 


good, nothing farther is wanted; but if 
it is muddy or ſtony, a Stage of cloſe croſs- 
barred Grating of Elm-wood muſt be ſunk 


in ſuch a manner, as to remedy the In- 


convenience. If the Water is too deep, 
the like kind of Grating of the Dimenſions 
of the Umbrella may be faſtened to. Piles, 
or by various other Methods, at any 
Depth required, and ſecured by Rails 
from all Poſſibility of Danger. By the 
Aid of this Contrivance, Ladies, Who 
have been excluded from the Benefits of 
Bathing in moſt Parts-of England, except 
in Water, whoſe Degree of Cold is too 


| intenſe to be agreeable (I mean in the --» | 
Cold- Bath) may now enjoy all the Plea- 


ſures of it whenever they chuſe, in fo 
private a manner, as to be conſiſtent with 
the ſtricteſt Delicacy. This is only given 


as a Hint, which may be capable of Im- 


provement. 


I do not think myſelf a proper Judge of 
the Efficacy of 1 —.— 
had Occaſion to conſider it, but as an 
Amuſement. I will, however, venture to 
lay, that in all Caſes where Bathing * 
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be of Service, this muſt be, atleaſt, equal 
to any other, and in all Diſorders of the 
Skin, or where the Complaints are ex- 
ternal, infinitely ſuperior. Its ſalutary 
Effects are daily experienced in the Rheu- 
matiſm, and in ſcorbutic and ſcrophulous 
Habits : Neverthelefs, it muſt ſometimes 
happen, from the injudicious Uſe of it, 
that the Sick will go away, diſappointed 
of the Relief they expected to have re- 
ceived. GETS PI ORE "20 is 


Several Phyſicians reſide here during the 
Summer Seaſon. | | ; 

It is cuſtomary to walk, for ſome Time 
after Bathing. The Places moſt frequented 
for this Purpoſe, are the New-Square, 
the Fort, and the Rope-walk. When 
the Tide is ebbed, many Perſons go on 
the Sands to colle& Pebbles, Sea-weed, 
Shells, &c. which, although of no great 
Value, are eſteemed as Matters of Cu- 
riofity, by thoſe to whom ſuch Objects 
have not been familiar. Some of theſe 
Weeds, when fpread on Writing Paper, 
extended with a Needle, and preſſed be- 
tween Boards, form an infinite Variety of 
Landſcapes, in beautiful Colours, _ 

wy 8 
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of theſe are to be met with! in and about . 
MING: | 


Wong ee walking on the 

Sands, as an Amuſement, it may be pro- 
per to give a ſhort Account of them; 
they Rd, for ſome Miles, along the 
Shore, quite ſmooth and dry, at Low- 
water, and may be- paſſed, with Safety, 
fix Hours in the Day. The Ocean on 
one hand, and the Caverns and Grottos 
every where worn, in the high chalky 
Cliff, on the other, form a Scene; together, 
moſt pleaſingly romantick. 


In fine Weather, Parties frequently 
go off to Sea, for the Diverſion of Fiſh» 


ing, or to viſit the Ships. which lie at 
— in the Roads. 


reſent Play houſe Eis bus 
Pla- an . er one, though it has 
. lately received ſome Improve- 
ments. A Company of Comedians per- 
form three Nights in the Week; they 
meet with Encouragement, which they. — 
8 to deſerve. 


A 


* 
» 
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The Poſt comes in from and 
returns to London, every Day, Pepe. 


during the Seaſon, by an Order 


from the General Poſt Office, without any 


additional Epen to the Company. 


Two Machines run every Day 
to Canterbury, to meet the 
Coaches which come in there 
from London, and return with e 


[be +" 


riages. . 


to Margate the. fame Evening. 


Proviſions in general are good 
and moderately cheap. Large Proviſion 
quantities of Fiſh are taken, the | 
fineſt of which bear a Price, the 
reſt are ſold reaſonably. enough. 


Wine, Brandy, &c. is cheap and good 
Complaints having been formerly made, 
with reſpect to the friſt of thefe Artic les, 
no Expence has been ſpared to prevent 
them for the future. Mr. Lewis records 
the Name of a Man who brewed fine 


Mait Liquor here, above half a 2 


ago, and laments, very pathetically, that 


the Art died with him. Without ex- 


amining 
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amining the Truth of the Remark, I. 
will venture to ſay, that it is not carried 
to ſuch a Degree of Perfection, even at 


this Day, but that there may ſtill be Room 
left for conſiderable nee 


Margate is now as well ſup» 
| Shops. plied with Shops, as moſt other 
publick Places, and there are 
| ma very reputable Tradeſmen, in all 
Branches of Buſineſs. The various Arti- 
cles of Trade are moſtly furniſhed, by x 
ready and quick Communication 
Hogs, with Loudon; by the Hoys. 
Was it not for the Aſſiſtance of 
theſe Veſſels, it would be almoſt impoſ- 
fible fer Margate and the Country round 
it to furniſh Entertainment for the vaft 
Numbers of People, who reſort thither. 
They are Sloops of 80 or 100 Tons Bur- 
then. Fhere are five of them, which 
ſail in alternate Weeks. Their Station 
in the River, is at Wool-Key near the 
Cuſtom-Houſe. Fhey uſually leave Lon - 
don on Wedneſday or Thurſday, and 
Margate an Friday or Saturday. Paſſen · 
gers (of whom ſometimes there are 60 
ar : 79) pay. only. 24. 64. for. S 
| and: 
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and the Freight of Baggage is incon- 
kderable. A Yatcht has been fitted 
up, by Mr. Tomlin, in a neat and com- 
modious mannzr, for the Reception of 
Paſſengers. The general Price of the 
Paſſage is 25s. 6d. for each Perſon, or the 
beſt Cabbin may be hired on reaſonable 
Terms: It is capable of bringing down 
a very large Family or Party of Com- 
pany with all their Servants and Bag- 
gage. The Paſſage is ſometimes made 
in 8 or 10 Hours, and at others in twe 
or three Days, juſt as the Wind and 
Tide happen to be for, or againſt it. 
The beſt Wind down is W. N. W. and 
the beſt up is E. S. E. The Hoy, like 
the Grave, confounds all Diſtinction; 
high and low, rich and poor, ſick and 
ſound, are indiſcriminately blended to- 
gether; it can therefore be no Wonder, 
if the Humours of ſuch a motley Crew, 
of all Ages, Tempers, and Diſpoſitions, 
ſhould now and chen, ſtrike out ſuch di- 
verting Scenes of Humour, as muſt ne- 
ceſſarily baffle the Poſſibility of Deſcrip - 
tion. Upon the whole, the Paſſage is 
cheap, and with far Weather and a good 
Wind, extremely pleaſant and i: 
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but it is not too ſtrongly to be recom- 
mended to Ladies of great Delicacy. 


take away all: Apprehenſions of Dan- 


ger, it may be-ſufficient to ſay; that it is 
now 140 Vears, ſince a Hoy from this 
Place was loſt. The Maſters are decent, 
careful Men, and allow of no Impro- 

Priety of. Behaviour, which they can pre- 


vent: They tranfact incredible Buſineſs, 


I think chis is all which concerns Mar- 
gate, nor, upon a Review of what has 
been ſaid, do I recollect any Thing far- 
ther, much worthy of your Notice. You 
may perhaps have expected a more mi- 
nute Account of the Amuſements em- 
ployed to prevent Time from hanging 
too heavy on our Hands, but they differ 
ſo little from thoſe which are in Uſe every 
where elſe, for the ſame Purpoſe, that 


no particular Deſcription of them ſeemed 


neceſſary. Cards, Dancing, Muſic, Pub- 
lic Breakfaſts, & c. are Matters of Courſe, 
They, who: have no other Engagements, 
often drink Tea in the Afternson, at the 
Rooms, either ſpand the Evening there 
at Cards, ride, walk, or go to the Play, 
as their ſeveral Inclinations lead them. 


A good 


i 


„ 


Catriages or Horſes 
Days, when the Weather WII x perinit, 
take an Airing over 'fome* Part of the 


hardly complain of the. want o 
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A good Harmony moſtly' prevails 290g 
the Company, and I believe there is n 

Place, of this Sort, where they are lefs 
on Form, or more free from diſagreeable 


Reſtraints, What remains is to give you 


ſome Information concerning the Places 
which are thought moſt worthy. of At- 
[tention in and near the Iſle of Thanet. 


There are few bort who keep either 
bur do, on on moſt 


Ifland. As yo are fond of Riding, I 


am about to give you Directions for a 


Moörning's Cruize ajong the Coaſt. It i is 


exceedingly p lexfant, and the Air of Mn 


North Fotelind is fo freſh; that 0 will 
a good 
whefl you can return to a good 
inner. Going our through the lower 
End of the Town, ou will keep to the 
left Hand, through Northdowh to 27 5 
gate, or ik it be T ide of Ebb, you may 
paſs the Sands to oh ſtairs, which lie 
very near it. n 
„ gate is in St. Peter 8 
Pariſh: It was formerly called 2 
Bartholomew" s. gate, from a tr - 
C dition, 
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dition, that it was finiſhed on the Feſtival 
of that Saint, It appears, from an In- 
ſcription over the Gate-way, that it re- 
ceived its preſent Name by Order of King 
Charles the Second, who landed here with 
the Duke of York ( (in his Paſſage from 
Dover to London) on the $99 Dey of 
June 1683. 


At this Place, 1 on a ſmall but 
pleaſant Bay, ſtands the delightful Seat 
1 the honourable Mr. Fox, built on a 
very different Plan from any other Houſe 
in the Kingdom; the whole being intend- 
ed'to reſemble an Italian Villa, The Sa- 
loon of Neptune and other of the Apart- 
ments are very fine ones. On the front 
of the Houſe, facing towards the Sea, 
is a noble Portico of the Doric Order, 
The Wings are faced with Flint, of cu- 
rious Workmanſhip,. over each of the 
Gate- ways, which lead into them, is a 
large antique Baſſo Relievo, of white 
Marble ; one of. theſe is ſuppoſed to be 
an Ovation of Marcus. Aurelius, and the 
other (though with no great Certainty ) 
to relate to the Story of Ceres and Pro- 
Ain. T his View of the ak is ſeen 


. 
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ro the greateſt Advantage, from the far- 
theſt Side of the Bay. The Back- front 
conſiſts of ſeveral Buildings, which ex- 
actly anſwer to each other, on the oppo- 
fite Sides of the Garden. The Whole is 
connected together with ſurprizing Con- 
venience. Here are, likewiſe, a great 
Number of antique Marble Columns, 
Statues, Buſtos, Vaſes, &c. which were 
purchaſed in Italy, at a very conſiderable 
Expence. 

The Towers and. other Buildings of 
Grecian and Roman Architecture, which 
appear at a due Diſtance from the Houſe, 


added to the ſeveral Edifices of Gothic 


Antiquity, form an Appearance, at once 
ſo ſingular and ſo beautiful, that they 
ſeldom fail to excite the Admiration of 
Strangers. 


1555 are called, 


Whitfield Tower, on North: down 
Hill, near Margate. 


2. Harley Tower. 


3. The Noble Cllr a Public Houſe. 


4. Arx Ruochim, or Tower of the Iſle 
of Thanet; which, in the old. Britiſh 
Language, was named Ruochim, 

-* 5. The. 
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.5. The Temple of Neptune. Yo 
6. The old Gate-way, which gives 
Name to the- Place, wich, a * Plat- 
form of 24 Guns. 
7. The Caſtle. 
8. Counteſs Fort. 
9. Hackendown Monument; 
10. St. Mildred's Convent. 


11. Counteſs Pillar, in Memory of the 
late Lady Hillſborough, ſituated below 
the Convent, at the upper End of the 
long Walk from the Garden, The Shaft. 
of the -Column / is of Grey Kilkenny 
Marble, and the Steps of Lava, from 
Veſuvius, many Tons af which lie at the 
Back of the Kitchen Garden. 


5 

But it would be impoſſible to enter into: 

a minute Deſcription of all theſe. within. 
the Bounds of a Letter, nor. would there- 
be any Merit in anticipating the Pleaſure, 
to be enjoyed, in a View.of them. I only 
wiſh. to ſay enough to,excite your Cu- 
rjolity to come to ſee. them, and then you 
Wil be ready to own, with me, that the 
Elegance, of the ſeveral Structures, whe- 
ther f intended for ( Ornament or Uſe, will. 
' eyek⸗ 
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ever reflect infinite Honour on the great 
Skill and Ingenuity of their chief De- 


ſigner. 
Near to this Place are thoſe _ 
venerable Monuments of Anti- 3 


quity, the Banks of Hacken - 5, 
Down, or Field of * Battle-ax es. 
They are two Tumuli, or Barrowes of 
Earth, ſaid to be Tombs of ſome of 
the chief Officers, killed in a bloody 
Battle, fought here, between - the Danes 
and the Anglo-Saxons, in the 17th Year 
of the Reign of King Ethelwolf, and of 
our Lord 853, One of theſe Banks was 
opened on the 23d of May, 1743, by 
Mr. Thomas Read, Owner of the Lands, 
in the Preſence of many hundred People. 
A little below the Surface were found: 
ſeveral Graves, cut out of the ſolid Chalk, 
and covered with flat Stones; they were 
not more than three Feet in Length, into 
which the Bodies had been thruſt, bent 
almoſt double. Several Urns, made of: 


a” 


* The Battle-axe is always repreſented as one: * 


of the Habiliments of the old Daniſn Warriors, 
as the Seax, or Broad Falchion, was of the 
Saxons. | 
C3 coarſe 
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coarſe Earthen: Ware, capable of contain - 
ing about two or three Quarts each, had 
been buried with them, which crumbled. 
into Duſt on being expoſed to the Air. 
Aſhes and Charcoal were found in them. 
Many of the Bones were large, but not- 
Gigantick, and for the moſt Part perfect- 
ly found. In June, 1765, the ſmaller. 
Fumulus was opened, by Order of the 
late Henry Lord Holland, who had then 
e the Lands, and 1 was preſent at 
hat Time . The Appearances were much: 
like the former, with this Exception only, . 
| that no Urns were found. The beſt Hiſ- 
torians of thoſe Times inform us, that the 
Battle was tought ſo near the Sea, that 
great Numbers were puſhed oyer the 
liff, during the Action, and it ſeems- 
probable, that moſt of the Slain on both 
Sides were thrown over afterwards, as no 
other remains of Bodies have ever been 
found near the Place. To perpetuate 
the Memory of this Action, Lord Hol- 
land has erected a Monument, with a 
proper Inſcription, on the larger of theſe 
© © Banks, in à Style of Antiquity, ſimilar 
do the adjacent. Buildings. I will ſub- 
Join, in a Nate, the Account m N 
this. 
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this Battle by Aſſer, a Mank of St. Da- 


va vid's, who wrote the Life and Actions of 
d. king Alfred, but did not compleat his 
E Deßg n, for this ſelf· evident Reaſon, that 
be. Alfred ſurvived him, Left the Reader 
t ſhould be ſtartled at a“ Quotation, from 
3 the Writipgs of a Mopk, in thoſe Days 


r A of Ignorance, it may he right: to inform 


e him, that Aſſer was a Man of great 
n Learning and Ingenuity, and that his 
4 Work was written in very claſſical Latin. 
h He recorded only ſuch Facts as fell under 
7. his own immediate Notice, or of which 
[- he had certain Information: His Probity, 
le as a moſt excellent Hiſtorian, in that in- 
at tereſting, though early Period, of the 
e Britiſh Abe, has not been queſtioned. 
1S-. 

th Eodem Augdn apno (853) Ealhere, eum 
10 Cantuariis ac dda, cum Sauthriis, contra 
dh Paganorum e in inſula quæ dicitur Sax - 
2 onica lingua Tenet, Britannico autem ſermone - 
te Ruim, animoſẽ & acriter belligeraverunt, Primi- 
1- tis Chriſtiani victoriam habuerunt, prolongatoque 
. diu prœlio, ex utraque parte plurimi cecĩderunt 
fo & in aqua. merſi, ſuffocari ſunt, et Comites illi 
Y aðmbo ibidem occnbnerunt. © 


ite Murau, 4 rebys gli ate. 
Sen 
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Still keeping along the Coaſt, 
2 25 the next Place worth a Remark. 

is the Light-houſe, which is a- 
ſtrong Octagon Building of Flint, on an 
Eminence near the Cliff, on the Point of 
the North Foreland. A Fire of Coals is 
kept blazing all Night on the Top of it; 
for the Direction of Mariners. 
Between this Place and Broad- Stairs, at 
Stone, is a very pleaſant Country- ſeat, 
lately built by Sir Charles Raymond, Bart. 
as a Place of Summer Reſidence. 


Broad- Stairs is a ſmall Sea- 
Port, famous for fine Lobſters. 
Two Whales, of about 60 Feet 

in Length and 40 Feet in Circumference, 

were thrown on Shore here, on the ſecond 
of February, 1762, but no Care has been 

taken to preſerve their Remains. 


Broad- 


Stairs. 


A few Years ſince, ſeveral Ships went 
annually from this Place to the Iceland 
Cod-Fiſhery, and it was deemed a-lucra- 
tive Employment, but: they have lately 

© been diſcouraged, by want of Succeſs, 
and that Branch of Trade has fallen al- 
molt to nothing. The Ruins of an old 
Wy Sate, 


== = 
: 
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Gate, formerly fortified by a Portcullis, 
to prevent the Inroads of Privateers, till. 
remain, as does a Part of an old Popiſn. 
| Chapel, once in high: Veneration. 


Oppoſite to: this Place, at the 1 
Diſtance, of ſomewhat, more than G e 
two Leagues from the Shore, Sandi. 
lie the Goodwin Sands, Which 
extend, almoſt as far as Dover, and are 
viſible ar das Water. They are of ſo vo- 


racious a N. 5 Ships Ad THe ke! 


Misfortunes of this King. happen i. 
frequently, that they become a good Re- 
venue to the Fiſhermen and, Peaſants ho 
live along the Coaſt, and who ſeldom fail 
to. improve them to the utmoſt Advan- 
tage. This, however, muſt be owned in 

Juſtice to them, that whenever there is a 

re Poſſibility of pre ſerving Aa Ship- 
wrecked Crew, they act jn Contempt of 


Danger, and;do really often, ſave ghe Lives. 


of others, at the moſt minen Han 
of. theit own. Tg 
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The old Tradition concerning the Riſe 
of theſe Sands, is as follows : 


King Edward the Confeſſor married a 
Daughter of Goodwin, Earl of Kent, by 
which Means, he and his Sons engroſſed 
the chief Places of Honour and Profit 
in the Realm. They behaved with ſuck 
Inſolence to the Nobility, and exerciſed 
ſuch Tyranny and Extortion, that they 
became the Objects of general Deteſta- 
tion, and were at length baniſhed — 
So far may be true. The common 
People not only loaded them with all 
Kinds of Abuſe, while living, but (as 
the Cuſtom of the Times was) invented 
Stories to make their Memories hateful 
to Poſterity ; one of which was, that by 
| a miraculous Judgment from Heaven, 

the Earl's Poſſeſſions in Kent, ſuddenly 
were ſunk into the Sea, and founded thoſe 
Sands, which have been to this Day 
called by his Name. This idle Legend 
was handed down, in Writing, 155 the 
Monks and Friars to later F mes, and 
has ſince been adopted by Writers, who. 
-Ought to have known better, For in the 
Survey of King William the Conqueror, 
Ealled Doom's-Day-Book, that moſt fa- 

mous 


-F 
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mous and authentick Record of all the 
Lands in this Part of England, where 
Kent, with its ſeveral Appendages, to 
whomſoever belonging, as the Ifles of 
Thanet, Sheepy, Graine, &c. are moſt 
minutely deſcribed, no Notice 1s taken 
of ſuch a Place, nor is Mention made 
of it in any antient Terrier or Repertory, 
which deſeryes any Degree of Credit. 
The Truth in all Probability is, that in 
the Beginning of the Reign of Henry 1. 
about the Year 1100, a terrible ont 
dation happened, which drowned a large 
Tract of Land in Flanders and the Low, 
Countries. The Waters being thus drawn 
off and diverted into another Channel, 
the perpendicular Depth in the adjoin- 
ing Sea, muſt of Courſe be leſſened, 
ſo that thoſe Sands, which might be ſafely 
paſſed over before, by Ships of ſuch 
Burthen as were then in Uſe, were after- 
wards little more than covered, even at 
High Water. What ſeems to confirm 
this Opinion is, that from the ſame Cauſe 
the River Wantſum, which was a na- 
vigable River, ſurrounding the Iſland, is 
become only an inſignificant Stream, and 
the Harbour of Sandwich, formerly of 
great Note, has been ſo far cons up 
: + WC Wwath 


« 
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with Sands, as to be of much leſs Ufe 
at . chan it was formerly. 


The wort Gooddbih: (in the Opinion of 


Mr Somner, orrwhoſt Jatigment den . 
this Account depends) is only a Corrup- 
tion of an old Britiſh word ? Gwdy# ſfig- : 
-nifying 4 ſoft and ſp Pongys. and might be 


applied, with great Propriety (if ihers e be 


ſuchia Word in uſe) 5 the Sands, in 
order to diſtinguiſn them from many o- 
_ which lie very near, and ate more 


gravelly,' or rocky: Still going on 
* full View of the Cliffs: of Calais 


ow yeur left, you will pan thro' D umpton 


46-RAmſgare.” 


Rate is, a neat Sea: port 

Nd Town, with many good Houſes, 
but of little Trade. The new 

Pier now building there, attracts the No- 
tice of all Strangers, being che fineſt 
Structure of the kind in England. Time 
only can determine how far it will be uſe- 
ful. It is built of white Purbeck - ſtone, 
and extends itſelf into the Ocean near 
900 feet, before it forms an Angle. Its 
Bfeadth at Top 1s 26 feet, including a 


* Wi is 4 Welch Veel, ſounded as . 
; ftrong 
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{trong Parapet, which runs all along the 
Ourſide of it, Its Depth admits of a gra- 
dual Increaſe, from 18 Feet to 36 Feet. 


The Front, which faces towards the South, 
is of a Polygonal Figure. The Angles, 
of which there will be five on each Side, 
of 160 Feet each, with Octagons at the 


Ends, of 60 Feet; when joined to the 


Works already carried on, will complete 
the whole Deſign, leaving an Entrance of 
200 Feet into a capacious Harbour. This 
is intended as a Place of Refuge for Ships 
in hard Gales of Wind from South-eaft 
to Eaſt north- eaſt, when they are expoſed 


to the utmoſt Hazard in the Downs. It 


has lately been much choaked with Sand, 
but as leſs of it will be waſhed in, now 
the Heads are brought nearer together, 
the Engineers make no Doubt, but that 
they ſhall be able to make the Harbour 
clean, and keep it ſo. It may be hoped, 
for the common Good, that they are not 
miſtaken, and that the Attempt will be 
found practicable. The Model of a moſt 
ingenious Machine, for anſwering this 
uſeful Purpoſe, has lately been conſtruc- 
ted by Mr. Steed, the Elder; it is capa- 
ble of exerting great Powers, and con- 
ſequently of making very great Diſpatch. 
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At Manſton, in this Pariſh, is a large 


Cavern, cut out of Chalk, and ſupported 


by Pillars of the ſame. It being eſteemed 
curious, ſome Strangers think it worth a 


Viſit. | 


— 


N 


Yeu may return through St. 


S.. Pau, Peter's, where the only Thing 


C 1 which deſerves your Notice is a 
1 neat and beautiful Church, the 


Summit of whole Tower com- 


 mands as delightful and as extenſive a Proſ- 


pect, both by Sea and I. and, as the Ima- 
gination can form The Aſcent to it is 
ſafe and eaſy by Stone Steps. 


I have mentioned every Thing worth 


your Notice on this Side of the Iſland, and 
will now give you ſuch a ſhort Account 


of the other Part of it, as may be a ſuffi- 
cient Direction to you, to find out what- 
ever elſe may merit your Attention. 


Going out, at the upper End 
of the. Town, and keeping the 
Coaſt on your Right. hand, you 
will paſs near Dandelion, where arg the 
Remains of a curious old Gate-way, to 
Birchington. 

Here 


Dandi- 
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Here you may paſs an Hour 
agreeably enough: It is a very 
pleaſant Village. In the North- 
chancel of the Pariſh church are many 
handſome Monuments of the 
Families of Quex and Criſpe. Rex. 
The Manſion-houſe ſtill bears 

the Name of the former. Here King 


Bircbhing- 


ton. 


William III. uſed to reſide, while he 
waited for Winds to carry him to Hol- 


land; the Room in which he lay is ſtill 
ſnewn; the Guards encamped in an ad- 


Joining Encloſure. This venerable Man- 


ſion ſtill bears many remaining Appear- 
ances of the good old Engliſh Hoſ- 
pitality; but, like moſt others of the 
ſame Rank, is going faſt to Ruin. From 
this Houſe, Henry Criſpe, Eſq; a Man 
of great Property, who had been High- 
Sheriff for the County, was ſurpriſed, and 
carried Priſoner to the Spaniſh Nether- 
lands. As this was an undeniable Fact, 
and is tha only Inſtance of the Kind ever 
known in this Kingdom, it ſhould ſeem. 
to deſerve Notice. I could, therefore, 
wiſh to perpetuate (as far as a Publication 
of this Sort may preſume to perpetuate) 
the Memory of ſo ſingular an Event. 
They who do not think themſelves in- 
1 tereſted 
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tereſted in the Story, are at full Liberty ro: 
Paſs over it. 
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Concerning Hzngy Carpe, Eſq; being 
carried by Force to > Bruges.\ in Flanders | 
in 1657. 


- 00 Henry Criſpe, Eſq; of . in the 
4 land of Thanet, in Kent, was, in: 
Auguſt 163), forcibly and violentiy, 
e in the Night- time, without his Will, 
«. taken and carried out of his then Dwel- - 
„ling houſe at Quex, in the Parifh of 
«© Birchinton, near the Sea-fide, by cer- 
** tain Engliſhmen, and Others, and, by. 
Force, carried to Bruges in Flanders, 
and detained there as a Priſoner, till 
« three Thouſand Pounds ſhould be paid 
« for his Ranſom. Henry Oriſpe, a few 
< Days after his Arrival at Bruges, ſent 
% to his Brother's. Son, Thomas Criſpe, 
« Eſq; who then lived near Quex, to 
* come over to him at Bruges, to give 
« him Aſſiſtance in thoſe great Exigenciæs 
s © and Extremities, and, accordingly, he 
% went over to him, and after ſome Ad 
« vice taken there, Henry Criſpe diſ- 
<« patched his Nephew, Thomas Criſpe, 
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into England, there to join his En- 
deavours, together with the Endea- 
vours-of his Son, Sir Nicholas Criſpe, 
Knut. then in England, for his Ranſom 
and Enlargement, and to raiſe Money 


for that Purpoſe, in both which they 


found great Difficulty to effect, becauſe 


that Oliver Cromwell having, at that 


Time, taken upon him the Govern- 
ment of the Nation, and ſuſpecting, 
that the taking away Mr. Henry Criſpe, 
was only a Colluſion, whereby to co- 
lour the lending or giving three Thon- 
ſand Pounds to King Charles II. then 


beyond the Seas: Oliver Cromwell, 
and his Junto, did call a Council, and 


made- an Order, that the faid Henry 
Criſpe ſhould not be ranſomed; where- 
upon much Difficulty aroſe to procure 
a Licence to ranſom Henry. Criſpe, 
which put Sir Nicholas Criſpe, and the 
ſaid Thomas Criſpe, to great Trouble 
and Expenee to obtain. Sir Nicholas 


Criſpe died before his Father was ran- 
ſomed, and then the whole Care de- 


volved on Thomas Criſpe to obtain 
the Licence, and to raiſe Money. And 
after the Death of Sir Nicholas Criſpe, 
he returned back to Bruges, to acquaint 


D 3 : Henry 
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„ Henry Criſpe, that he could not raiſe. 
« {ufficient Money in England, for his 
<< Ranſom to be ſuddenly done, without 
« the Sale of ſome Part of his Eſtate; 
% and, thereupon, he: impowered his 
Ne phew, Thomas Criſpe, and one Ro- 
Ns: VE Darrel, Eſq; to make Sale of ſome 
& Lands for that Purpoſe,. and all Care 
* and Diligence was uſed to haſten the 
% Ranſom; and Thomas Criſpe, in the 
Winter's dangerous Seaſon of the Year, . 
| % ſix Times paſſed the Seas, to comfort 
„ and confer with his. Uncle, Henry 
« Crifpe, in order to remove all Ob- 
« ftructions, and to raiſe Money to re- 
<. deem him out of his Impriſonment at 
% Bruges, where he was eight Months 
before releaſed, and then returned to 
* England, and died at yen, Julp 25, 
* 1063,” 
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The above Memorial was commu- 
-nicated' to me in Auguſt 1766, by the late 
Hon, Mrs. Rooks of St. Lawrence, near 
Canterbury. It was found among the 
Writings of the Eſtate of Stonar in this 
land, of which ſhe was then the Pro- 
Prietor, but which formerly belonged * 
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Mr. Criſpe, and was moregaged for his 
Ranſom. 


Such other Anecdotes as IJ have been 
able to obtain. relative to this Matter, by 
the moſt cautious and diligent Enquiry 
among Perſons of goad Credit, are to 


the following Effect: 


The Enterprize was contrived and ex- 
ecuted by Captain Golding of Ramſgate; 
he was a ſanguine Royaliſt, and during 
the time that King Charles II. had taken 
Refuge in France, he ran away with a 
very valuable Merchant-ſhip, which he 


commanded (the Blackamore Queen ;) 


and having ſold both Ship and Cargo for 
a large Sum of Money, he gave it all to 
the King, to ſupply his Neceſſities. Gold- 
ing was ever after in great Favour with 
him; he was brought into England at. 
the Reſtoration, and had the Command 
of the Diamond Man of War, on board 
of which he was killed, in an Engagement 
with four Dutch Frigates in May 1665. 


Echard makes honourable Mention of him 


by the Name of, The brave Captain 
«* Golding.” The Affair was thus con- 


ducted : The Party landed at Gore-end,. 


near 


44 A Snort Accovtnrt of 
near Birchington, and at took Mr. 
Criſpe out of his Bed without the leaſt 
Reſiſtance. They conveyed him in his 
own Coach to the Sea-ſide, where he was 
forced into an open Boat, without one of 
his Domeſtics being ſuffered to attend 
him, although that Favour was earneftly 
requeſted, He was-- conveyed firſt. to 
Oſtend, and from thence to Bruges, both 
which Places were in the Power of Spain, 
which had been at War with England for 
more than two Years. It appears, that 
Mr. Criſpe (for what Reaſon it is not 
known) had been for ſome Time under 
Apprehenſions of ſuch an Attack. Loop- 
holes, for the Diſcharge of Muſkets, were 
made in different Parts of the Houſe ; 
and he is ſaid to have afforded very 
generous Entertainment to ſuch of his 
Neighbours, as would lodge there to 
defend him. But all his Precautions. had 
uo Effect. 


The Knowledge of ſome other little 
Incidents relating to this Matter was 
obtained, but they were too trifling to 
- deſerve Notice. No Care was taken to 
. preſerve the Memory of this Event in 
the Pariſh. of Birchington, and it coſt me 
41651 infinite 
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infinite Pains to inveſtigate the Traces of 


a Fact, which had, for ſo many Fears, 
been almoſt buried in Oblivion. I am 
well convinced of the Truth of the Re- 
lation myſelf, or it never ſhould have 


been publiſhed, to impaſe on the Sen 
lity of others. 


The Village of St. Nicholas n 
is but a few Miles diſtant from ben wa 
Quex. Here are ſome good 


Houſes inhabired by Perſons of conſide- 
rable Property. 


Near the Road from Mar- 
gate to Mynſtre is Cleve, a very, Clexe.. 
handfome new. built Houſe, the 
Seat of Joſias Fuller Farrer, Eſq; who re- 
fides there in the Summer. Tt commands 


a fine View-of the Ocean and the adjacent 
Country, 


This Side of the Coaft is ſometimes: 
rendered leis agreeable by the Smell of 
burning Kelp, which is thus performed: 
The Sea weed is gathered freſh from the 
Rocks and dried; it is afterwards burnt- 
in large Holes on the Top of the. Clift. 
by being ſtirred, it firſt becomes 13 

ie 
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like melted Lead, and is by Degrees 
calcined into a Subſtance reſembling a 
Cinder, which is of great Uſe among 
Porters, Glaſs: workers, &c. 


At a ſmall Diſtance from. 
| hence is Mount Plealant, a 
Pl, 7. : : 8 42 
_ little Public- houſe, built on an 
Eminence, and much admired. for its 


beautiful Froſpeck. 


Mount- 


| About a Mile from hence is 
Mare. Mynſtre, ſituated in a very low, 
aguiſh, marſhy Bottom. Here 
are ſtill ſome Remains of the ancient 
Monaſtery of St. Mildred. The Pariſh- 
church is built on the Ruins of the 
Abbey, and was formerly the Mother- 
church of the Iſland. I recolle& nothing 
remarkable in the adjoining Pariſh of 
Moncton. 
Near two Miles South of 
Stonar. Mynſtre is Stonar, ſuppoſed to 
have been the Lapis Tituli of 
the Romans; and the old Story is, that 
Vortimer, King of the Britons, having 
vanquiſhed the Saxons in many Battles, 
and driven them out of the Iſland, or- 
dered his Corpſe to. be interred here, 
* 
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thinking that his Monument would ter- 
rify the Enemy from landing any more 
on this Coaſt; but the Britons found, 

by ſad Experience, the Difference between 
a King in the Field, and in the Grave. 
As the moſt learned Antiquarians do not 
ſeem to have exactly ſettled this momen- 
tous Point among themſelves, it will 

hardly happen, that any one elſe will be 

ſo bold as to determine upon it; certain 

it is, however, that many a Tradition 

has been received upon no better a Foun- 

dation. A curious ſepulchral Stone of 
black Marble, which covered a Vault of 

Brick, was diſcovered here in 1765. As 

no Inſcription could be found, it remains 

a Matter of Conjecture to whom it be- 

longed. - 


As to the preſent State of Stonar, it 
is in the Juriſdiction of the County at 
large, and not in that of any of the 
Cinque-ports. It came into the Hands 
of its preſent Owner in the following 
Manner: | 


Henry Criſpe, Eſq; who was carried 
Priſoner to Bruges, as before related, 
| died 


0 
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died in 1663, and gave the Eſtate to his 
Wp Lieutenant Thomas Criſpe, who 
dying without Male Iſſue in 1680, and 
leaving four Daughters, they and their 
Huſbands conveyed, it to Sir George 
Rook, Admiral of Great Britain, in 1699. 
Sir George ſettled the ſame on his eldeſt 
Son, upon his Marriage with the eldeſt 
Siſter of the Right Hon. the Lord Viſ- 
count Dudley and Ward. On his Death 
he gave this Eſtate, among others, by 
Will, to his Widow, the late Proprietor 
of the whole Eſtate, called Stonar. She 
is ſucceeded in the Poſſeſſion of this E- 
ſtate by her Nephew, the preſent Lord 
Viſcount Dudley and Ward, Great Im- 
rovements have been made therein with- 
in a few Years, and Salt-works have been 
erected, which are curious, and well wor- 
thy of Obſervation. The Sea-brine is 
drawn, during the hotteſt of the Summer 
Months, into open, broad, ſhallow Pans, 
of a great Extent ; where, having conti- 
nued till the more watery Particles have 
been exhaled by the Sun, it is conveyed 
into large Boilers, and made in the uſual 
Method. The Salt having thus under- 
gone a double Proceſs, both by the Sun 
and by common Fire, is found to partake 
ſo 
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fo far of the Qualities of Bay- ſalt, as to 
anſwer all the Purpoſes of it. It is per- 
fectly white and clear, and is ſuppoſed, 
from a Variety of Experiments, to be at 
leaſt equal in Strength to any made in 
the Kingdom. The Demand for it, par- 
ch for the Uſe of ria has been 


very much increaſed. 


Richborow, at abant the Die e 
Nance of a Mile from Stonar, 5 2 


was the Rutupium, or Urbs 


Rutupina of the Romans. It was their 
firſt and moſt conſiderable Station in this 
Kingdom, being the chief Port from 
whence they carried on their Trade and 
Connexions with the Continent. All this 
Part of the Coaſt, oppoſite to Dunkirk, 


Calais and Bologne, was called the Rutu- 


pian Shore, from the Name of the chief 
Settlement. There ſeems to be Reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, chat the Britons had ſome 
Kind of Fortreſs here, before the Invaſion 
of the Romans. It has been thought by 

ſome to have been originally a Part of 


the Iſle of Thanet, before the Water had | 


ſo far deſerted this Coaſt; but ſuch an 


Opinion does not appear to have been well 
E | founded. 
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founded. Although the Low- lands near 
Richborow, which are now left dry, may 
have been formerly covered with Water; 


probably the Bed! of the Channel, and 


conſequently the Courſe of Navigation, 
was always nearly in the ſame Direction 
as at preſent. There was an outward 
Harbour and an inner One for the Re- 
ception of 10 og or leſs Veſſels. The 
former might have extended as low as 
Sandwich, and the latter quite up to 
the Town and above it. The Romans 


uſually landed their Forces here; and 
many of the Coins (particularly thoſe of 
the lower Empire) have been found 


near to the Place. It is ſaid to have re- 
mained in a reſpectable State above a 
the uſand Years, quite down to the Go- 
vernment of the Anglo Saxons, when 
both the Town and the Caſtle, which 
had been built for its Defence by Veſ- 
paſian, were finally ruined by the Ra- 


vages of the Danes, about the Year 


1010. There are not the leaſt Traces 


of this once famous Place to be found; 


even the Ruins of it are no more, and 
the Ground, whereon it ſtcod, is become 
an e Corn field. 


1 


What 


\ . -»; 2; 


1 


FE 
3 
2 
a” 
7 
af * 
by 
_ 


lat 


the Is LE of THANE T. 537 
What is ſaid, by ſome Writers, of the 
waving Corn ſtill ſnewing the Courſe of 
the Streets, in the Form of St. Auguſ- 
tine's Croſs, is merely imaginary. But 
the Remains of the Caſtle are ſtill to be 
feen, and do exceedingly well deſerve. 
Notice; they are of a conſiderable Ex- 
tent. The Walls, whoſe original Height 
cannot be aſcertained, becauſe no where 
perfect, are in ſome Places near twelve 
Feet in Thickneſs, compoſed chiefly of 
Flints and Roman Bricks; the latter are 
of an incredible Hardneſs, and are laid 
at ſmall Intervals. It had two Gates, the 
one to the Weſt, and the other to the 
North. - The whole is now over-grown 
with Ivy, and itands only as a melancholy 


| | Monument of its former Sinne. 


This is the moſt conſiſtent. Aeeutint 
F have been able to form, either from 
a View of the Place, or from the Writers 
concerning it; nevertheleſs, I will not be 
too bold in affirming the exact Truth of 
every Circumſtance. In this, as in all 
other Enquiries into the remote Tranſ- 
actions of thoſe early Times, many 


W Things will be found to be dark and 


E 2 doubtful, 
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_ doubtful, and conſequenrly much muſt 
depend upon Conjecture. They who 
are not ſatisfied with this ſhort Hiſtory 
of it, are referred for farther Information 
to the very ingenious Work of Dr. Bat- 
tely, Archdeacon of Canterbury, who 
publiſhed a Treatiſe expreſlly written on 
this Subject under the Title of Antiqui- 
tates K | 


” . al ſhall juſt mention Reculver, 
Reqalners.. although i it is not in the Iſland, 

nor yet in the Courſe of either 
of the Rides marked out to you. It was 
formerly a famous Place, and much has 
been ſaid about it. Here was a Palace 
of the Kings of Kent, and a rich Abbey, 


but there are; foarce the leaſt, Remains of | 


either. Mr. Somner mentions ſome Mo- 
numents, which were of great Antiquity, 


as remaining in the Pariſh-church within 


the laſt Century, but they are at this 

Time all loſt or deſtroyed. Ethelbert, 

— firſt King of Kent, is ſaid to hgve 
een buried here } in 516. | 


The tuo Spires, called the Siſters are 
a a very uſeful Seaumark, _ 
SUS 231 . 4 — You, 
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the ISLE of THANET. 53 
You will find theſe ſhort Articles of 
Information to be of much Uſe. They 
are given you in a very plain intelligible 
manner; and as for any little Miſtakes 
or Inaccuracies, I truſt you have Good- 


nature enough to overlook them. 


Thoſe who are defirous of thking 
this Opportunity of | ſeeing Sandwich, 
Deal, Dover, Canterbury, &c. will find 
a particular and ſatisfactory Account of 
them all in the fifth Volume of the 
D of England and Wales. 
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[ſhe New and FulLL Moons in| 
| 1775+ are on the following Days. 


| January 1 44 16 
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[The New and För Moi 
1776s are on the following Days. | 
| Months. New. F ull. 


January | 20 TY | 
February. 199 
March 19-7 
: April 18 
g May 1 
r 


. July 8 13 af 
uguſt. | 14 
September 2 
- October: | 12 
November | | TT: 


1_:December | 11 
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The Naw Ind POLL Moons in 
1777, are on the following Days. 
Months. New. | Full. 
January 9 23 
Februar 8 22 | 
March. 9 24. 
April 8 :i1cua | 
May „ 
June 1 
July 5 20 
Auguſt 2 1 
. September ; 17 
Ober 31 16 
November 201 5c [| 
December {© "Wb C 6 |. 


The Nzw and Putt Moons. in 
4.1278, are on the following Days. 
|_- Months. | New. Full. 
| PN 2813 
1 ebruary 4 el 11 
h 20: 13 1 
27 11 
26 11 
24 | 70 
p 2 134 
Auguſt = | m7 ; 
September 20 | 6 
October 2 4 6 {| 
| November | 19 4 
December 18 4 
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The New and Furr Mooxs iu} 
1779, are on the following] Days. | 


Months. Lew. New Full. Full. 
anuar 17 30 
gon 16 i= uf 
March 18 2 
April Gn 
: May 16 30 
June 14 28 

-- July: 143 28 
HAuguſt Ik. 27. 
September 10 J. 25 
October „ 

November & 1-2 8 
| December tk 


92 * 
— 


The New and Furs Moons i 
ff 


. 1780, ate on the followtng _ 
1 Months. New. 1 Full. 
| , January. . |. 6.71.20; 
Februar 8.5 11 
March 6 | 4 
| April $5 1 þ 
| May + „ 
1] June — 17 | 
Jul 2 17 x 
Auguſt 29 15 
September 28 14 
| October 2.8 13 
November 26 + 
December 26 1 


Uss of the foregoing T ABLES, | 


Find the Moon's Age by the Tables of the 
New and Full Moons for the'Yezr propoſed, 
then againſt the Moon's Age in the firſt Co- 
lumn of the Tide Table you have the Time of 
high and low Water in the other Columns, un- 
der their reſpective Titles. 


Note. If the Moon's Age exceeds. 1 5 Days, 
take the Time from the laſt Full Moon, which 
uſe as if it were the Moon's Age. 


Examplr. Let it be required to find the Time 
of high Water on April 27, 1776, at which 
Time it appears by the Tables, that the Moon 
will be 9 Days old, becauſe the new Moon: 
happens on the 18th of April. Againſt 9 in. 
the Tide Table ſtands the Time of high: Wa- 
ter, viz. 57 min. 2 6. If the — were re- 
quired on June 5th, 1776, then as the Moon 
will be at Full on the 2d. thereof, look for 3, 
the Time paſt the Full, on the 5th, in the Tide 
Table, and againſt it you will find 2H, , * 
Time required. | 


tu The Sans are fafe till within An 
Hours and a half of Hi Wares, and ma 
be ventured upon three Hours and a half after its. 
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STRYCTURE "4 the Macuine..: 


A. HE: Bathing-room, to the Steps 


of which the Machine B. is 


driving, with its nen drawn . 15 


111 18 > 


. & 1% View "of. the Machine, 


ſhewing its Steps, and the folding Doors 


which open into a Bath of eight Feet 
thirteen Feet, formed by the Fall of the 
Unions, 


D. The Machine, as uſed in Bathing, 
with its Umbrella down. Bhs 


The Catrante into the Machine is 
through a Door, at the Back of the 


Driver, who ſits on a moveable Bench, 


and raiſes or lets fall the Umbrella by 
means of a Line, which runs along the 
Top of the Machine, and is faitened to 
a Pin over the Door. This line is 


guided, by a Piece of Wood of three 


Feet in Length, which projects pointing a 
little downward, from the Top of the 


back 


bo EXPLANATION, &c. 


WD of the Machine, through which 
it paſſes, in a ſloping Direction. To 
| the End of this Piece is fuſpended a Cord, 
for the Bather to take hold of, w he 
wants! Sopport.”” T 10-24 


The Umbrella i is formed of light Can- 
;yas ſpread on four Hoops. The Height 


of each of which is ſeven Feet, and each 
is ed 1 wide at its Axis. 5 


2 


be lat Hoop falls to an pon 
Level with its 258 from whence depends 


the 0 urtain. 


The Pieces which ſupport the Hoops 4 


are abaut ſix Feet in Length; they are 
faſtened to the Bottom of the Machine, 
but are extended by a ſmall Curve, about 
one Foot wider than the Body of it on 
each Side. The Hoops move in Grooves 
in theſe Pieces. The Diſtance of the 
Axis of the firſt Hoop is more than two 
Feet from the Machine; of the reſt from 
each other, ſomething more than one 
Foot; but no great Exactneſs is required 
in theſe Proportions, as ſcarce _ two 
. ben are built alike.” 
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